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EU Maritime Policy – 2007
III Maritime Safety Package

7 legislative proposals:
1.Proposal of a Directive on the conformity requirements 

of Flag States;
2.Amendment of the Directive on Classification 

Societies;
3.Amendment of the Port State Control Directive;
4.Amendment of the Traffic Monitoring Directive (places 

of refuge);
5.Proposal Directive on accident investigations;



EU Maritime Policy – 2007
III Maritime Safety Package

7 legislative proposals (cont):
6.Proposal of Regulation on liability and 

compensation for damage of passengers in the event 
of maritime accidents;

7.A Directive on the civil liability and financial 
securities of shipowners.



EU Maritime Policy – 2007
III Maritime Safety Package

ECSA general position on safety regulations
Shipping is a global business
Maritime safety and environmental regulations should be 
produced by IMO
National Governments should ratify soonest international
Conventions to put them into force
EU and national regulations should concentrate in getting a
firm and uniform implementation of the international
regulations (Proposals on Port State Control and Class
Societies are OK)
Two of the proposals (on liability) go far beyond
Internations Conventions, ECSA cannot support it
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Green Paper on Maritime Policy
Explicitly recognises

Shipping plays an essential role for the European economy and 
for the daily life and the wealth of EU citizens. Ships carry 90% of 
EU external trade and over 40% of its internal trade.
Maritime transport and ports link the EU single market to the world 
economy. Their efficiency is crucial for the EU competitiveness in 
a globalised world (Lisbon Policy).
The cluster of maritime industries is a key European sector in 
relation to employment and contribution to the GDP. EU companies
are market leaders in several fields. 
Maritime transport is the core and catalyst for the maritime clusters.
Shipping and ports are sectors with high growth potential.



Green Paper on Maritime Policy
The role of shipping and Ports in the EU
can be further enhanced by

Securing a level playing field in open and efficient global 
markets to give EU companies an opportunity to compete.
Keeping a competitive framework in the EU for doing 
business in te shipping and the full maritime cluster.
Addressing congestion and bottlenecks in ports that 
hinder efficiency of intermodal services.
Increasing investments in ports and in hinterland 
connections.
Further supporting the growth of Short Sea Shipping, as a 
more sustainable alternative to other transport modes.



Green Paper on Maritime Policy
ECSA position

Underlying themes: 
Ensuring the potential for growth in Europe 
through adequate transport and ports capacity.
Ensuring a stable and competitive environment 
for EU shipping.
Keeping regulation global on safety and 
environment.



Green Paper on Maritime Policy
ECSA position

A European integrated Maritime Policy should
be based on four elements: 

A proper balance between the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of sustainable development.
Taking into account the global character and need for 
competitiveness of shipping when considering rules on 
safety and environment and labour.
An effective EU maritime external relations policy is
necessary for shipping and all maritime industries. 
Action at EU level should be undertaken only when it 
contributes added value (Subsidiarity principle).



Green Paper on Maritime Policy
ECSA position

Areas where an integration of the EU maritime policies
could be more useful are:

Training and Employment policies in the Maritime 
Industries
Environmental regulations
Research, Development and Innovation
Investment in Infrastructure
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Air Emmissions

2006: entry into force of Marpol Annex VI 
(May) and of EU Directive 2005/33 (August) 
on reduction of sulphur content in marine fuels.



Air Emmissions

Latest studies support other alternatives (water
scrubbing) as more cost-efficient than the
reduction in fuel sulphur content

• Sea Water Scrubber for exhaust gases 
installed in the ferry “Pride of Kent”



Air Emmissions
Revision of Marpol Annex VI is under way in IMO
Potencial impact of all this legislation is very important, 
e.g. deteriorating competitiveness of SSS vis-a-vis the
road transport.
Indirect influence of SOx policy on CO2 emmissions must
be taken into account.
EU Member States should:

influence regulation at IMO
ratify and implement the outcome

Regional different legislation should be avoided
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European Ports Policy
Green Paper on Sea Ports (2006)

“The importance of ports is clear in that they 
are crucial connecting points, transferring 
goods and passengers between maritime and 
land-based modes. Improved port efficiency
will contribute to the integration of modes in a 
single system”.



Present scenary, 
2007: Facts

Growing transport demand
Increasing saturation of European port
terminals and hinterland connections
Additional infrastructure capacity is necessary 
but requires huge investments and is 
frequently blocked or delayed by 
environmental considerations



Improving port efficiency is even more urgent and 
necessary than in 1996.
To get the best from existing capacity, in order to 
allow time for infrastructure increases without 
reaching a total collapse.
Especially important and urgent with regard to Short 
Sea Shipping services.

Present scenary, 
2007: Consequences



Previous Ports
Directive
Proposals

Based upon the Directive 
96/67/EC on ground handling 
services in airports
Free competition principles 

introduced in airports without 
major obstacles, contributing 
to significant cost reductions 
radically rejected in the 
context of sea ports



A new and pragmatic approach

ECSA has reviewed his former position and 
decided to propose a 

new, 
flexible 
and pragmatic approach



Three basic facts
The EP rejected two proposals of Directives. A new 
similar proposal does not seem realistic in the short 
term.
The previous Directives proposals would not solve 
directly labour difficulties in cargo handling.
It is, nevertheless, necessary and improve the efficiency 
(cost/quality ratio) of port services, especially for SSS 
services. 
Practical steps ahead, in matters of substance, are 
needed.



Three consequences
The most conflicting issues present in the two Directive 
proposals (e.g. self handling) should be left aside for the 
moment.
Gradual process with appropriated transition periods, 
starting by SSS.
Steps must be agreed between all the parties 
concerned, including customers (shipping companies and 
shippers), service providers, workers and governments.



Tailor-made solutions
for each service: 
PILOTAGE

Very relevant to safety. 
Competition questioned.
Main hindrance is the mandatory imposition even to 
Captains that use frequently the same port.
KEY: Review of conditions for granting Pilot 
Exemption Certificates.
Including general recognition of English language for 
exempted Masters.



Tailor-made solutions
for each service: 
TOWAGE

Very expensive service for ships that need it.
Requires significant investments: providers ask for long 
durations of the authorisations for “normal depreciation”. 
But tugs are rather movable assets that have a second 
hand value in the market.
KEY: Promote and do not prevent effective competition.
Special attention where there is only one provider: 
stimulate efficiency through “competition FOR the 
market”: more frequent and transparent tendering.



Tailor-made solutions
for each service: 
MOORING

Does not require neither significant investments nor 
high qualification.
Stimulate and do not prevent effective competition.
KEY: Allow shipping companies to carry out these tasks 
to the ships they operate with its own land-based 
personnel.
Where, exceptionally, only one provider, frequent and 
transparent tendering procedure.



Tailor-made solutions
for each service: 
CARGO HANDLING

Labour practices should adapt to changing circumstances, 
aiming at the highest efficiency and flexibility.
Many insist on service availability on a permanent basis 
(24/7/365) but in many cases, this is neither practical nor 
necessary.
KEY: Adapt working schedules to the lines schedules and 
charge shipping companies only for the effective working 
time incurred.
Concession durations should be longer enough to avoid 
preventing the huge investments needed.



Possible Measures
Specific Community legislation not needed in principle. Could 
be carried out at national or even local level.
Effective pressure from Brussels needed in practice.
Establish a specific EU specific Project, with its own 
coordinator and calendar.
Member States to appoint one national responsible focal 
points.
Start by identifying specific objectives for each service at 
short, medium and long term.
Monitoring Committee (Member States, Commission and 
industry) to evaluate advances and propose further objectives.



Ports policy: Conclusion
We have in front of us the challenge to absorb an
unprecedent growing of maritime transport demand in 
the next 5-10 years.
We have to prepare for this, not necessarily with
complex legislation. Let’s work on it. Together. Step 
by step.
‘The man who moved a mountain is the one who 
started taking away the small stones.’

Chinese Proverb



Thank you


	EU Maritime and Ports Policy - 2007
	EU Maritime and Ports Policy - 2007
	EU Maritime Policy – 2007�III Maritime Safety Package
	EU Maritime Policy – 2007�III Maritime Safety Package
	EU Maritime Policy – 2007�III Maritime Safety Package
	EU Maritime and Ports Policy - 2007
	Green Paper on Maritime Policy   Explicitly recognises
	Green Paper on Maritime Policy�The role of shipping and Ports in the EU�can be further enhanced by
	Green Paper on Maritime Policy�ECSA position
	Green Paper on Maritime Policy�ECSA position
	Green Paper on Maritime Policy�ECSA position
	EU Maritime and Ports Policy - 2007
	Air Emmissions
	Air Emmissions
	Air Emmissions
	EU Maritime and Ports Policy - 2007
	European Ports Policy�Green Paper on Sea Ports (2006)
	Present scenary, �2007: Facts
	Previous Ports Directive �Proposals
	A new and pragmatic approach
	Three basic facts
	Three consequences
	Tailor-made solutions �for each service: �PILOTAGE
	Tailor-made solutions�for each service: �TOWAGE
	Tailor-made solutions�for each service: �MOORING
	Tailor-made solutions�for each service: �CARGO HANDLING
	Possible Measures
	Ports policy: Conclusion
	Thank you

